


BREEDERS & OWNERS: BILL STICKLINE & TED BROWN 

CATS/SEPTEMBER 1993 53 



BREED OF THE MONTH
 

Fa.cts&
 
Figllf'es
 
Championship 
status in all 
associations 

New CFA 
registrations for 
1992: 2,407 

Change from last 
year: 5.3 percent 
decrease 

Rank in CFA pop­
ularity for 1992: 
2 nd among 24 
shorthaired 
breeds 
4 th out of 35 
breeds overall 

,'0 nee at ) in the morning, I woke 
lip ro a terribk catCfwauling," 
sa)'s Abyssinian fancier Willi:ll11 

Glenn. "'Ir sOllnclcd like nlY four AI)\', were 
trying to kill c,,,h other. I 'leapr OtH ;)f bed 
JIllI rushed for rhe kit(hen, As I raced in, I 
slipped and fell, b()()I/7! 1n a car roy" trategi­
cally placed in rhe doorw:ly. When I ~ar up, 
stunned and ,lngry, I S3 ~' my Ahys sitring on 
the (oumer - shoulder to ~houlder - suring 
at nll' with huge, inno(enr e"t'S th,H couldn'r 
lluire disgui. (' rhe link ~mirks on their faces, 
Nu figbring at all. I insr know they planned 
the whole rhing," 

It's true rhar Ab"ssinians are renurkabh' 
IIlreiligent (ats. tiur' car conspiracies? Do thl'\' 
d<;"i.e v:lUuevillian sbpstick for their uwnl'r~? 
"' No," S3 n breeder Shl'l rit B('nson of the 
hndine hlines ,;ltrer~, "Thcy arc iu~t, 

well ... \'t'ry sm:ll't and pladulc,n.:>, They 
know whar rhc) W,lllt and how to ger it." 

Glenn h'ls a diffaelll' opinion of rlw brl'cd. 
"Then~'s a rca, on wl1\' rhl' firsr p;lrt of rheir 
name is Ahyss. Thl'Y shunld be nid,named 
The Ruddy Car~ rroll1 Hell.' .. 

Ir should be noted rh,H during all this 
naysaying two of Glen 1\ RlHkh· hu Idies wen: 
helping tbell1~dn;s to hires 0 his sandwich 
while he "'atdlt'll with an l'xpression lik\.' rh;1l 
of a brhl'r oh~ervin~ hi" n:lU ·hn· hur mu(h­
100'l'd children,' " ' 

"'Sure I love 'cm, Thl'" kl'ep Illl' from rak­
in;!. myself roo seriously," 

ROUGH AND ~UDDY 

Aln-ssinians aren'r for folks who want dec­
orariH' l',Hs to march the rllst-colored l'arpet, 
or for those who ''''lnt cars rku enjoy being 
picked up and l'llddled. ClIllragl'olls, t:uriO\lS 
and high ,pirited, whl'fl rerrained Ahvs rl'ne! 
ro be(ollle struggling bundles of fur ":ith morc 
rh;ln rhe lISll:t! number Jf elbows, IloweH'r, 
rh;ll\ not to say rh;\[ r hys arc aloof or stand­
offish .. \I1\'s h,wl' heen known tel converr cat 
lo;lthers into car lovers with rhcir affenionatl' 
personal itv. 

"You won'r lind a mort'loving C;lt than ,1n 

S2 

Ahyssinian," says brceder :lnd TI _A .Judge Edie 
Dyer of the Dyerhee Catren', "Once \'ou've had 
an Aby, no other hrccd con~es dose.': 

Ahys reguhrly perform ;ll1tics ior Yllur 
;unnseIl1el1l, e:lrning rhem the repuration ot 
being the comcdians oi rhe cat kingdom, Ahys 
will often perch on shoulders, crawl under 
t:oVt'rs, and it on laps purring maul)' Ix..fon.: 
r'King ofi to bat ima~in:HY butrerflie' and 
make flving It:aps ;H rhe rallesr bookcase.. 
They arl' narural athleres, and no doscd room 
or cuphuard is ,;lfe frum their agile p;lW, and 
illljniring minds. 

While Ah)', , inians willeheerfullv entertain 
them'eh'es, rhey are most happy when 
involved in (','cry aspect oi vour Ii e. Abvs are 
panindarly il1\'oln.:J at din;lertime. 'Yo~'II 
know ir'. dinnertime whell small, furn', food­
seeking missiles arradl rhernsekes to ,:our 
legs,) Sa~'s William (;lcnn, .. :\by knl;w when 
vou're even thinking ahour food." 

HISTORY OF THE COUCH COUGAR 
While no one knows posirin'ly when or 

whl'l'l' the .\hyssini:1I1 first appeared, the hesr 
known talc is th'll today", breed is a direcr 
de~l'l;ndanr of rhl' s;l(;red ens worshipped 'h 

Illc.'st.ngers of rhe gods in rhe telllpies and 
pahees of rhe ant:icnt Egyptians. \hys e!o lonk 
rernark:lhly likt· fhe CHs depicted in Egyptian 
Illurals ,1I1U sculptures. 

\n r\hy nalllni 7.ula was rrarrporred from 
AhyssiJlia (now Ethiopia I to Eng!alJd ;H the 
end of rhe Alwssinian \X'ar in I X6X, ill: ordin~ 

to Dr. Sraples in his IX74 book, Clls, Theil' 
Poillls. Ftc. bur whl'tner the (at was n,Hi"e to 

that area is subjecr to spcl'uLHion. ReeelH 
genuic srudies inJiGlte rhat lOllar's ,-\hy,sin­
ian may l];ln' desce11lkd iroll1 ,1 brecd found 
in Southl'.asr hia and the (oast of the Indian 
OLCan. \hyssinians rest'll1hle the Afrit:an 
Wildcar, a species origin'llly widespread in 
Afri ,1, EUropl' and \'VestefIl ,-\siu 'lIld thouuhr 
ro be thc progcllitor of all domesric cats. 

SilKe rhne\ no writTelJ cvidl'.llCC linking 
l:ula wirh today's hrl'l'U, 'oll1e hft'l'ders ll1ain­

(; lIltill/lcd on /J£1gc S9 
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tain that rhe original lines diet! out and the by was recre­
ated by Brirish breeders who crossed sil\'Cr and brown 
rahbies with British ticked "hunn(' cats. Undeniahly, the 
breed was estahlished and rdined by early British fanciers 
until World War U decimated the hreed, forcing British 
hn.'edC[s to stan over from scratch. 

Two Ahys arrived in Amt'rica in the early 19( 0' nd 
were first exhihited in 1909. Active hreeding of I bys 
didn't begin until the 1930s, bur then breeders made up 
for losr rime. Today, the Abyssinian is se<.:ond only [Q the 
Siamese in popularity among tht' shorrhain:d hreeds, 
according ro CFA's registration totals. 

A CAT THAT'S POSITIVELY TICKED 
Abys come in Ruddy, Sorrel (Red), B~lle and llwn, (In 

England, Australia ant! New Zealand a fifrh color - Silver 
- has been 3u:epted.) Their disrinnive look comes from 
rhe com inatlon of color on each hair. haft called ticking. 
The lightl.'t ur groulld color lies closest to the skin and the 
shafrs of rhe hair are decorated with dark-colored bands 
contrast d wirh lighter-colored hands, ending in a dark tip. 
This type of coloring is known as the Agouti pattefll, 

Ruddv is rhe mosr comOlon color - the eo.H I' a warm 
orange-hrown ti~'ked with dark brown or hlack. Sorrel, a 
dilution of Ruddy, is a warm reddish-brown wirh choco­
lare brown ticking. Blue Abys are soft blue-gray 'eked 
with deeper blue. with the hase hair and underside of the 
body, chest and legs a pale cream color. Fawn, the newest 
an:epted color, is a warm pinkish-buff ticked witl1 a deep­
~T shade uf pinkish buff, and a pale oatmeal-colored 
underbelly. In all colors, rhe underbelly sbould be free of 
ti<.:king, ,lnd the cheSt and legs should be free of barring. 

Ahy ~inians are medium-sized, muscular, lithe and 
graceful in hearing. They stand well off the grOLintl, giving 
the impr sion rhar rhey're standing on tiptoes. 

The Aby's he,ld is ,1 modified, slightly rounded wedge 
shape with ,1 muzzle neirher sharply pointet! nor sqU<1J"e. 
The ears Me large, pointed and set as though listening, 
which they usu'llly .ue. The e)'es arc almond-shapt'd, large 
and expressive. Acceptable eye eo~urs Me gold. ':oppn, 
green or hazel - rhe deeper the color rhe benet. The eyes 
are accentuated by a ring of dark Oil the eyelids as though 
the cat were wearing hlack eyeliner, follmved by a light­
colored area around tht· eyes. The long, gracef I rail is 
hroad at the base and tapers off to a black tip. Breeders 
report thar the show trend has been towards .1 more 
rapered, eleganr muzzle, and a slimmer, semifo.reign body. 

:\hyssinians have few generi<.: ddects bur are known to 

be susceptible to gingivitis and tooth decay. Having rheir 
teeth checked and cleaned periodically. applying flour ide 
and. if necessary, using \'Cterinaxian-prescribed anrihiotics 
can l:onrrol much of the proh1em. 

So if vou want a eomp,mion that's never boring, rhat 
....·illloy\:', amuse and (sometimes' \'eX you, sh e your life 
with an Aby. "You won't find finer home entertainmenr. C 
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SHOW SCHEDULE 
Sepr('lllbcr 1·3
 

Annual McctinA. N"I<ldd/Jhl<l, PI\
 

September 3·5
 
Delaware C.f., Killg of Prussia. I'A
 

S('ptcrnbcr 1J-11 

Ahys Unlimited, £Igil/. JL 

Fort Worth f.F.. Furt \Vorth. TX 

Surf .oN" Sun, {,os Angdes ,Irea 

Yankee Cals/BosCats, Hym/llis, Cape Cod..\1/\ 

Scptembcr 25·26 
EdniOnton C.F., [dmOllton. A1.TA 

Silver Cats, RCIIO, NV 
Tiekiecats (HHP Show). King ot' I'ruSSI<1 (lrt,1 

The French Connection. ,elll1el'iIIi<,/,s. France 

Compadre' e.e., 1:.1 Paso, TX 

The International Cal Association _I' 
1'. O. Box 2684 Harlingen, TX 7855 I 

210/428-8046 

mid-mic'hi;an Cat Fanciers Inc. 

For More 
Information: 

(313) 654·2302 

1993-1994 
CAT SHOW 

DATES 
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