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" Facts &
Figures
” ® Championship

status in all
associations

® New CFA
registrations for
1992: 2,407

® Change from last
year: 5.3 percent
decrease

® Rank in CFA pop-
ularity for 1992:
2™ among 24
shorthaired
breeds
4™ out of 35
breeds overall
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By J. ANNE HELGREN

THE ABYSSINIAN

nce at 3 in the morning, | woke
up to a terrible caterwauling,”
says Abyssinian fancier William
Glenn. *Ir sounded like my four Abys were
trying to kill each other. I leapt out of bed
and rushed for the kitchen. As I raced in, |
slipped and fell, boom! on a car toy, strategi-
cally placed in the doorway. When 1 sat up,

stunned and angry, I saw my Abys sitting on
the counter — shoulder to shoulder — sraring
at me with huge, innocent eyes that couldn’e
quite disguise the little smirks on their faces.
No fighting at all. I just know they planned
the whole thing.”

It’s true thar Abyssinians are remarkably
intelligent cats. But cat conspiracies? Do they
devise vaudevillian slapstick for their owners?
“No," savs breeder Sherrie Benson of the
Fineline Felines Cattery. “They are just,
well... very smart and playful cats. They
know whart they want and how ro ger ic.”

Glenn has a different opinion of the breed.
*There’s a reason why rhe firse part of their
name is Abyss. They should be nicknamed
“The Ruddy Carts From Hell.” ™

It should be noted that during all this
naysaying two of Glenn’s Ruddy buddies were
helping themsclves to bites of his sandwich
while he warched with an expression like that
of a father observing his naughty, but much-
loved children.

“Sure [ love 'em. They keep me from rak-
ing myself too seriously.™

ROUGH AND RUDDY

Abyssinians aren't for folks who want dec-
orative cats to match the rust-colored carpet,
or for those who want carts that enjoy being
picked up and cuddled. Courageous, curious
and high spirited, when restrained Abys tend
o become struggling bundles of fur with more
than the usual number of elbows. However,
that’s not to say that Abys are aloof or stand-
offish. Abys have been known to convert car
loathers into car lovers with their affectionate
personality.

“You won't tind a more loving cac than an

Abyssinian,” says breeder and TICA Judge Edie
Dyer of the Dyerbee Cattery. “Once you've had
an Aby, no other breed comes close.™

Abys regularly perform antics for your
amusement, carning them the reputation of
being the comedians of the cat kingdom. Abys
will often perch on shoulders, crawl under
covers, and sit on laps purring madly before
racing off to bat imaginary burtterflies and
make flying leaps at the tallest bookcases.
They are natural athletes, and no closed room
or cupboard is safe from their agile paws and
inquiring minds.

While Abyssinians will cheerfully entertain
themselves, they are most happy when
involved in every aspect of vour life. Abys are
particularly involved at dinnertime. (You'll
know it's dinnertime when small, furry, food-
secking missiles attach themselves to vour
legs.) Says William Glenn, * Abys know when
vou're even thinking about food.™

HISTORY OF THE COUCH COUGAR
While no one knows positively when or
where the Abyssinian first appeared, the best

known tale is that today’s breed is a direct
descendant of the sacred cats worshipped as
messengers of the gods in the temples and
palaces of the ancient Egyptians. Abys do look
remarkably like the cats depicted in Egyprian
murals and sculprures.

An Aby named Zula was transported from
Abyssinia (now Ethiopia) to England at the
end of the Abyssinian War in 1868, according
to Dr. Staples in his 1874 book, Cats, Their
Pownts, Ftc., but whether the cat was native to
that area is subject to speculation. Recent
genetic studies indicate that today’s Abyssin-
ian may have descended from a breed found
in Southeast Asia and the coast of the Indian
Ocean. Abyssinians resemble the African
Wildcat, a species originally widespread in
Africa, Europe and Western Asia and thought
to be the progenitor of all domestic cats.

Since there’s no written evidence linking
Zula with today’s breed, some breeders main-
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tain that the original lines died out and the Aby was recre-
ated by British breeders who crossed silver and brown
tabbies with British ticked “bunny™ cats. Undeniably, the
breed was established and refined by early British fanciers
until World War 1 decimared the breed, forcing British
breeders to start over from scrarch.

Two Abys arrived in America in the early 1900s and
were first exhibited in 1909. Active breeding of Abys
didn't begin until the 1930s, but then breeders made up
for lost time. Today, the Abyssinian is second only to the
Siamese in popularity among the shorthaired breeds,
according to CFA’s registration totals,

A CAT THAT’S POSITIVELY TICKED

Abys come in Ruddy, Sorrel (Red), Blue and Fawn. (In
England, Australia and New Zealand a fifth color — Silver
— has been accepred.) Their distinctive look comes from
the combination of colors on each hair shaft called ticking.
The lighter or ground color lies closest to the skin and the
shafts of the hair are decorated with dark-colored bands
contrasted with lighter-colored bands, ending in a dark tip.
This type of coloring is known as the Agowt/ pattern.

Ruddy is the most common color — the coat is a warm
orange-brown ticked with dark hrown or black. Sorrel, a
dilution of Ruddy, is a warm reddish-brown with choco-
late brown ricking. Blue Abys are soft blue-gray ticked
with deeper blue, with the base hair and underside of the
body, chest and legs a pale cream color. Fawn, the newest
accepted color, is a warm pinkish-buff ticked with a deep-
er shade of pinkish buff, and a pale oarmeal-colored
underbelly. In all colors, the underbelly should be frec of
ticking, and the chest and legs should be free of barring.

Abyssinians are medium-sized, muscular, lithe and
graceful in bearing. They stand well off the ground, giving
the impression that they're standing on tiptoes.

The Aby’s head is a modified, slightly rounded wedge
shape with a muzzle neither sharply pointed nor square.
The cars are large, pointed and set as though listening,
which they usually are. The eyes are almond-shaped, large
and expressive. Acceptable eve colors are gold, copper,
green or hazel — che deeper the color the berrer. The eyes
are accentuated by a ring of dark on the eyelids as though
the cat were wearing black eyeliner, followed by a light-
colored area around the eves. The long, graceful tail is
broad at the base and tapers off to a black tip. Breeders
report that the show trend has been towards a more
tapered, eleganr muzzle, and a slimmer, semiforeign body.

Abyssinians have few generic defects bur are known to
be susceptible to gingivitis and rooth decay. Having their
teeth checked and cleaned periodically, applying flouride
and, if necessary, using veterinarian-prescribed anribiotics
can control much of the problem.

So if you want a companion that's never boring, that
will love, amuse and (sometimes) vex you, share your life
with an Ahy. You won't find finer home enterrainmenr. €
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SHOW SCHEDULE i

Seprember 1-3
Annual Meeting, Philadelpbui, PA

September 3-35
Delaware C.F., King of Prussia, PA

September 11-12
Abys Unlimited, Elgin, IL
Fort Worth E.F., Fort Worth, TX
Surf “*N" Sun, Los Angeles arca |
Yankec Cats/BosCats, Hyannis, Cape Cod, MA

September 25-26
Edmonton C.F., Edwonton, ALTA
Silver Cats, Reno, NV [
Tickiecats (HHP Show), King of Prussia area

‘ The French Connection, Gennevilliers, France 1
]Z | Compadres C.C., Ef Paso, TX ’ ‘

The International Cat Association
P. O. Box 2684 Harlingen, TX 78551
210/428-8046

For More
information:
(313) 654-2302
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